TOWYIT  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL.  LIBRARY 

R E ? 0 R T 
of  the 

JilEDIC/.L  OFFICER  OR  HEAL 
for  the  Year  1940 

Gentlemen, 

I am  submitting  for  your  consideration  my  Annual  F.:por;: 

on  the  Health  and  Sanitary  conditions  of  the  Towyn  Ux-’ban  Area 

for  the  year  ended  31^ t December,  1940.  CircuH-ar  2314  (?/alcs). 

During  the  year  in  spite  of  war  conditions  such  as  the 

rationing  of  food,  black-out,  fastened  windows  at  night, 

intensification  of  toil  due  to  A.R.P.  Kom.e  Guard  and  other 

services,  and  the  influx  of  a large  number  of  evacuees,  the 

area  has  remained  remarkably  free  from  epidemics. 

" ■» 

HOUSIHG  - As  a temporary  measure,  several  of  the  condemrxed 
houses  in  the  area  have  been  rendered  habitable,  affording- 
shelter  to  a large  nanber  oi*  families  who  have  been  bombed  ouc 
of  their  homes* 


SECTION  Ao  Statistics  and  Social  Condi t i ons 

Area  (in  acres) . 

Population  (1931  Census)..., 

Registrar-General's  estimate  of 

resident  population:-  

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (end  of  1940), 

according  to  Rame  Books. ...  

Rateable  Value 

Sum  represented  by  a Id.  Rate 


of  the  Aytoa^ 

22,939. 

3 • 

a , a a . 3-  j . 

• o 0 • fl 


The  area  is  chiefly  agi'icultural , and  tiiere  is  no  innus'cry 
liable  to  affect  the  public  health.  Thei'e  are  slate  quar.r:ioxi 
cntside  the  Urban  circa  affording  employment  Lo  workmen  from 
this  area.  The  unemployed  worhracu  v.ere  fully  occupied  during 
the  year  at  an  anti-aircraft  cam.p  situated  two  miles  to  -the 
North  of  Towyn  and  a local  Aerodrome. 


The  Urban  Area  includes  Towyn,  Aberdovey  and  the  villages 
of  Bryncrug,  Rhydyronen  and  Cwrt,  near  Pennal. 

There  was  a large  influx  of  visitors  during  the  year  to 
this  area,  chiefly  women  and  children  from  evacuated  areas  of 
Liverpool,  London  and  Birmingham.  Hotels,  boarding  houses  and 
farms  provide  accommodation.  Several  houses  have  boon  taken 
over  by  the  military  authorities. 
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Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics  for  the  Year  1940 « 
Live  ]?ir'U'ic 

Legitimate  s !'5a.les  - 13  j females  - 24;  Total  - 37* 
Illegitimate  ; Male  - 2;  Female  - oj  Total  ~ 2, 

Total  - 

Still  Births. 

Logitimato  ?•  Male  - Total  -•  2. 

Birth  rare  per  .L.^OCO  01  the  esi  .'imatej.  popalatico . « . B.  T'’'.-, 
Still  Birth  i-axe  per  1 /h^LyO  -ditto-  .23. 

Death  rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  population, . .16.67 » 

Dea.'^'hs . 

Males  - 35?  Females  Total  - 73* 

Maternal  deaths  fr jm  puerpera]  causes  (lTo.30)  ....  0. 

Mauerxial  mortality  per  l.COO  (Live  and  Still  births)  0. 
Deaths  of  infants  under  One  Year  of  age;  Legitimate.  3* 

Infantile  mortality  per  1,000  live  biiths  76- 9» 

Deaths  from  Cancer:  ifeles  - 3;  Females  4.  Total  - 7^ 

Cancer  Death  rate  per  l.,000  of  the  population. . . . . . . 7* 


Deaths  from  Measles. . . ....  2. 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough . NDio 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea.  . . . , . . NIL. 

Deaths  from  Nephritis  4. 

Deaths  from  Cerebral  Haemorrhage  and  Thrombosis 9* 

Deaths  from  Influenza.  . 3* 

Comparison  of  Vital  Statistics  for  Five  Years. 


1226^ 

m8 

1212 

1940 

Birth  Rate ; 

8.8^« 

11.92 

9.69 

9.10 

8.22 

Death  Hate  s 

18.28 

,-.6.70 

17.56 

14.56 

16-67 

Lg^es;  Persons  hetwear.  /o  ..  12  deaths. 

Persons  betiveen  70  cnid  8c  years  ..  3I  deatu^- 

j.'ersona  bcuv/con  80  and  90  vea''s  - ^ 7 deaths. 

over  90  years  . 1 dpgth. 

51 

T c'ut  of  73*  (^9-8%) 


^F.nTTOTSL-B.  General  Provision  of  Health  Services  for  the  /.rea 
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Ci:;;:;  S;*u'*t:^ry  "'/.liioo-.l  ..  . 

Fu.'vuvoi/  Xc  UiO  Coar^ci.i, 


'••■‘^6  District  "'arce  at  i ;V-:;>aj  ana  one  at  Aberdovey.> 
They  attend  laaternity,  auryica....  and  .-redical  cases.  They 
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tnc  ClircLcai  Laboratory  Aberystwyth, 

Dioutbai'ia  n./L:?.toxlri  c‘‘::  kept  in  i^tcok 
local  practi'oioners  when  required, 

li<:v:’PIT.AI:S g .Isolation  noonitcl  , . , . 

^ Fmall  Pox  HqspH.tal  . . > . ► 
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beds,  dcl.ivery  ’''■ara  ni,.h  Fiacern  equiaiuei.'t , .^o  of  eat''  .abl 
value  to  the  die treat 

the  y^ar  ^ 63. 


tuianer  of  Cd«cr.  anettaed  '■y. 
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Ii;..cpitals  for  orl.dren  ana  ort  iODaea: es  • £.ilc. 
Orthopaedic  "I'inics  ar.;  held  pe ricuicalp/  :*n  Irr. 
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of  the  area,  caadist:.ng  of  m ;o...e  and  d chi tc.h'e-\'e  cots 
foe-  aci’^Io«l.  ncciCc--.  and  rate’'Viity  eases o kujLly  Graine: 
v.v,af.f  a..,!  a po'ctkola  X-'-Hay  equj.piiien  . 

. * ^ ^ ,4?  ■ ' -/  ■ 

sXvPM'dQD”  A rctvV'i-  c'.'ib’ilanoe .,  bai-ntained  ax*.d  provided  by  <)'n 
to'P'a  Hospital  Coind.ttee,  is  availalle  for  eenva^ my 
n r>xi-i life c clous  cases  to  9<jd  froju  the  hcepital,  T''"  Is  a7n 
available 'to  the  public  during  eae’^gencles , 

L"rl-n'ILa---d •'  ilaternity  and  Child  V/c-lfai^e  Centu'o  is  iTsiiixtair:c->t  ' 
a grant  froic  the  iviv:..i;'netl'.  Comiy  Council.  T.ric  ''.e.nore  is 
surpervised  by  the  ffc;;!  px’act^-t;:s..neir  in  rotatjriiv  Th,- 
etcar'ai.^’a  g^cd  'he  / Is  . 

IXm'T.imluyo.  ro't:  ;*n'X  bvi.m  *j.t «.cev‘ ; •.  :.o  :. 

helpers  p.rovido  te.:ij  • f-  llritcd  aiAcunt  ci‘  \ ir  and 
Milk  is  avaiicabre  f oh  -backu.ard  imtautvO. 

SCHOOL  CLIlICd;  li'or  treat/iicnt  of  eyeo..  t oo.a;L..hs  .'-..''d  a''0':'idi 
held  .per iod*ica,,L[l  y at  *bna  3.oc"0  Korc.'>lta 'n  pr  oo'l-cd  ".he 
Coent;/  Cr.t>:M;_l.  " ...  ' .• 
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_ ^hd  v»'ee  found  to  contain  organism  of 

faecal  origin*  Chloo'ination  plant  has  not  been  installed 
yet*  There  was  no  shortage  during  the  year* 


.Aberdioyeys  The  Aberaovey  VJater,  Supply  was  analysed  during  the 
year,  and  was  fuund  :nneati  afa  story  r.v..-!ng  to  organisms  .of 
faecal  * origin,  Chi  crina  cion  plant  has  not  been  ir.=^toli  id. 
yet.  Thci'e  a-as  no  shortage  during  the  year. 


Bryncrug  villa ge'»  Supplied  from  the  Towyn  mains.  There"  are 
"a  few  farms ,, and  houses  in  the  .vicinity  oi  Brynci-ug  without 
an  adeque  oe  'water  rsupply.  Ihibr’ pccupiors  have  to  draw 
water  from  the  adjoining  brookiy/hichTis ^cqntamlniated  by 
stwage’ f. tbit  sev  : rat  .fa'ams  i.  I^have -repeatedly  urged  the 
Council  to  remedy  ti.rs  defectn.4nd  to  connect  'them  to  the  Tcv.'yn 
mains  which  a.re  within  easy  rtach*  This  is  very  ur.ge.nto 


Cwri,  Village-.,  near  PennhJ.r  Public  water  supply  is  good. 

Jlrainar-e  and  Sewerane, 


Towyn^  Water  cax*riagv=  to  the  cea«  A few  houses  are 

still  unconnec' 'id  with  the  miain  sewe.m 


Abe rdovey;  Water  ca'’riage  to  the  Dovey  Estuary.  Most 

houses  are  connected  with  the  main  sewer.  The  sewer  outlet 
is  now  vvorking  satisfactori.ly . 

Bryncrug  Village ; Refuse  and  closet  pails  are  conveyed  t-o 
*a  field  adjoining  the  village. 

O.vrt  Village , near  Pennal ; Refuse  and  closet  pails  are 

collected  once  a week,  and  deposited  on  land  at  a suitable 
distance  from  the  village, 

Ei vf •'>^s  and  Streams . 

Bryncrug  brook  is  co.itaminated  by  sevjage  from  several 
farms,  which  is  unavoidable.  CXvxng  to  this  danger,  the 
adjacent  farms  should  be  connected  with  the  Towyn  main  supply. 

Cr.oret  /•  ecommodation. 

In  Towyn  and  Abei dovey  tlio  water  closct.e  have  no  adeqn.ate 
flushing  tanks,  and  repairs  are  necessary* 

Bryncrug  and  Cwrz  Vil3bgess  Pail  Closets, 

Number  of  V/ater  Cl i. hv.es  In  the  Area, 976. 

j’umber  of  Pail  Closets.  220. 

New  \7ater  Closets 6. 


Shoo-s . 

No  action  v/as  taken  during  the  year  under  the  provisions 
of  the  Shops  Act,  1934. 


Swimmi.'ig  jjathn  and  Poo  1 s ^ 

Ther-e  are  i,one  in  ':hs  ^rea, 

.Eraflic^ti.o.  - _ oi;_  ta/i_r;i>;£8  •> 

(1)  Jo  housed  f'ouiAC  a .3  Infes^eir. 

(2;  Hle'Mioa  nsua"’ !;•  err^lo^'^c  ■ For.;al:.,.ir 

FeloE^ii^^  cF  i,en''nts  arc  treated  in  a Faclis  D:  sinfeotcr 

(4)  Carried  out  by  ./'C  Loca.l  Ajtho ■"iv.y^ 

( 5 ) '-  a r vl  c i c by  S a ni  t ■'/  I n c p e c i’  o r . 

.'bPPC.’l  1 Clarseo  cf  Premires » 

There  are  no  coiriiTjoii  Ir  dging  houses  for  casuals  in 
i.ha  Areas  no  periiianent  ten'os  or  vans  and  underground 
sie2pj.i.ig  roems- 

Ran  Flock  Acts,  .l9IL-  a r. d_2^^ .■ 

There  are  no  px-^emif  c-c  in  the  area» 

Schools  ^ 

Sanitation  is  good, 

Tov;yn  and  Ab erdovey  Schools  are  supplied  v;?lth  good  v.’ater  frm 
the  respective  m'-'.i.ns,, 

Pennal  School"  Supplieu  ''■ith  poed  water  by  tiie  Penna.l 
Faiush  Councils 

Bryncrup  Scnool : j-lev/  and  nodern  baiiding--^ « V'ater  is 
iuppli '-d  froLi  the  Toon  riiai:'/" 

4h  Cases  of*  IfeaslOv:,  ^re  ?d^ 

Cough  and  5 cases  of  scarret  fever,. 


11  cases  of  'ii  ho  oping 
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S.^C.i'10:T  T‘ . ^Housin^o 

JnsDection  of  r-9l]  <?n:2±-.^  the  yw;  - 

(i)  (a)  Toua^-  nofiibei  f -•wslling'-houGes  iiisreGtod 

for  housing  defecta  (under  Public  Kealt'H 


or  Housing  Acts).. 
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.11)  Hu;f-sr  _ -1*  dve'f cu.^co  (.Inr.ludod  ur.-V.v 
suu-lxead  -ubove)  which  .vere  inspected 
anci  record  d undei*  the  Housing  Coiisnlidate 


d 

Ce 


Regain  t:;  ons  ^ 1925.  , 

1.B)  liuTibei'  of  inspections  'nade  for  che  purpose#© 


(ii.i) 


(j.v; 


Humber  of_^a<.  llcng-hcuses  found  t-b  be  in  a 
i-3tate  so  dangerous  or  injurious  tp  health 
as  to  unfit  fev  menan  habitation,  e ...  , 6e 

i 

IJufxiber  of  d'/'.' slling- -nouses  (exclusive  of 
pilose  referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub- 
nead)  found,  not  to  be  in  all  respects 
reasonaoly  fit  for  human  habitation# ... . 5.^ 


B.emedy 

..4  C?  /. 


duriny  the  year  without  service 
.q£.  a 1 f 0 1 i c e s 

of  ^defective  dvveliing-hoiises  rendered  fit 
in  consequence  of  informal  action  by  the 
Local  Author. r'ey  or  their  officers.,...,,# 


0. 


^lipp-Und  e r S ~ m tut  cry.  Powers  during  the  vear:- 

(A)  Proceedings  under  lections  9,  .LO  and  16  of  the 
•.  . Housing  Act,  19.3^' 2 


(i)  Humber  of ^dwe? ling-houses  in  respect  of 
whicn  notices  ’v.cre  served  requi.ring 
repairs 


1.11 


(B)  Pr 
(i) 


^ii) 


Huo.rcer  cf  fA=e;Liing-hcu.ses  a.l-ach  were 
rendered  fit  after  service  of  formal  notices s- 
(a ) oy  owne#.  s, q, 
v.b)  By  Local  Av!-',ho:.‘ity  in  default  of  owners ,0, 

cceedings  under  ruble.  Health  Acts;- 

Humber  of  dwilling-houses  in  respe^ct  of 
wh.ich  foticc  . were  served  requiring 
defects  to  be  remedied.. 0® 

number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects 
were  I’emedied  after  service  of  formal 
notices 


(a)  By  owners........ 0. 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  de.fault  of  owners. 0. 

(C)  Procevvdingii  under  Secuions  11  .and  L3  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1936:- 

(i)  Humber  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 
» w.hich  Demolition  Orders  were  made 0» 

(ii)  Humber . of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in 
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pursuance  of  Leniolit4.Qn.  -Or<ii«rn.  . « 0. 

■]'/)  ProccfedAngr?  I'lido.;-  cec^ion  12  of  the 
Houe:!’^'^  Ac/’-, 

(2..)  h'’,TOe_-  of  e -p- .’ate  teoer'en or.-  or  vo'.'.c.er- 
.CTc.-^ncl  roo.nio  'hi.  reepe..t  of  ’■■’''leh 
L‘2-ua2.rig:  ’'.rcler.~  \^;ere.  .?i.a:2ar. ^ , C'. 

(ii)  hr'nhoj:  .>x  eeoaia.tc  t luo.oeno:..  o.:'  ■.n-de.,  - 
■ gro’md  ■'oo’Tie  In  leoreot  o."  vaich 
Clo'.3lng  Orders  ^'ere  de  c.err'ii’: ''d . the 
-^.n',:;  ~nt  -j'  'la-.'n?  leer  rordei-ed 
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(D)  Particu"  ars  of  a:.iy  jases  in  which  dVv'eliing- 

houses  hove  again  beconio  overcrowed  after 
the  Xjocal  Authcrity  have  taken  steps 

rcrowding.  0,. 
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(S)  Any  wther  par ti cul.ers  winXi  respect  to  over- 
c.rov’Jin.g  upon  v;I', :lcVi  tire  Lihdical  Officer 
of  Ilea  th  luay  consider  it  desirable  to 
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2Tuiroer  of  notices  re  DeiectS^... 

VivSi  is  to  Cj)vp3he_d a , = o . 

number  of  ITotices  -'e  defects ....  c» c c . - 
Visits  to  . r o ^ . 

ITurnbsr  of  hot  Ices  re  Lefects.  ^ , 
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Visits  to  .Dairies., 

' '■  - •*  — ********••*•♦<►«•#••»••#*•.  o 

Number  of  Notices  re  befect  

\/’isits  to 

Number  of  Notices  D-f'-cts 

Notices  re  Removal  of  Acn.-s, . c „ . . . 

^ot^ces  x'Q  RmcvaJ, 

Notices  re  Defeccive  .Dir^a-ipp,  . . . , 

Numbe.^  of  Visits  in  cas.  of  ,lri£s c;^ ous_^^  

Number  cf  hou^_c?_lsinfecte£. ^ 

— feerfgCtttT  <tnfl_.5upervl8l on  of  Food , 

g^-SjjPg^a  I again  repeat  the  importance  that  milk 

;1th  in  r attention  00  general  cleanllnes.e 

,t  • '■3  -^0  v^o/i/she..s  and  dairies.  Several  cowsheds 
in  'one  area  are  not  suitable  and  are  overcrowded <*  The 
xloors  are  not  uniformly  cemented  for  cleansing  purposes 

fows  are  not 

^roomed,  and  the  tea  os  and  udaers  are  not  cleansed.  Cows 

?aAof  - a very  impor^tl 

thlsHLn!  the  infection  of  children  with 

‘Jysease.  ..  emphasize  the  importance  of  milk  vendors 

area'^suDDlvine-^T^T^'^  .A*"'’®  '^aadors  in  the 

area  supplying  T.T.  milk.  No  samples  of  milk  have  bean 

sent  for  analysis  by  the  i.ocal  Sanitary  Authority.'^  The 

the  county 

ApI2:iTERAT^N_^^^^^  i^o  action  taken  by  the  Local  Authority 

Carcases  inspected  and  conie.mned  Nil.  -^ULnority. 

fc  '^.ool  age  and  infants  are  in  some 
bes^°kind  of^fnnH^?  standard  weight,  indicating  that  the 
-t  ^ Hot  always  available.  Parents  are  often 

lauit  iix^not  encourai-xng  more  consumption  of  milk. 

Adv/ice  IS  given  in  'chis  subject  at  the  Child  Welfare  Clinics, 

visited  periodically.  The  premises 
and  cleaiVLines2^’’''°‘'"  '^'^satisfactory  as  regards  ventilation 

£fei!ijSdL_i-NP.,  EACTE.R.IOLOGICAL  EXAMINATION  OF  FOOD:  - Nil. 

SSLL_FISHi  There  are  sneli  fi.sh  beds  at  Aberdovey. 

L>aring  the  year  102  cwts  were  sent  away  for  consumption. 

The  laying.s  are  not  liable  to  pollution.  No  action  was 

ll^r  ^ Regula?Lnt: 

iyJ4,  or  tne  Public  Health  Act,  19^2.  ^ 

(x)  Shell  fish  taken  from  Layings  in  the  district 
a .re  se.*t  to  Birmingham. 

(ii)  llie  layings  are  situated  in  tixe  Dovey  Estuary, 
in  tne  sand.  ’ 

Shell  fish  are  properly  cleansed  in  suitable  tanks. 
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SECTION  F, Prevalenr^Q  of  and  Corxtrol  over  Infectious 

ey’  Disease.?, 

ITOTIFIAEL.E  INFECTIOUS  DISEi^SES;  There  was  an  epide.'nic 
of  measles  during  the  year.  There  v^ere  five  cases  of 
Scarlet  Fever'.  Action  ’'lae  been  taken  to  provide  artificial 
immunization  .against  D.Lp.t^th.ria,  A few  cases  of  Influenza 
occurred,  and  there  were  j deaens* 

Not f i ab.'!.e  L „■  e a s s ( qtbny,  than  Tu.bei-culosis  ? 

curing  t:  ; ^ Tear  19AO\ 


Diseases,: 

Total 

cases 

no-bL-^;ed. 

Casns  .ad- 
mitted to 
•esni  ^:,al . 

Total 

Deaths® 

0 

o 

Snarl -^t  Fever®  ^ . c « , . 

u 

0 

Dip  lithe  1‘iao  ® . 

I'..r' ceric  'Feve.'.'  (inelU'^- 

C 

0 

d:i  n.g  Para  iyphoid ) 0 

u 

0 

I iierperal  Fe'-'cr. , , * , 

0 

0 

I-' ■ ■ s r 0 r al  Py;c  ex  i s. ..  c 

0 

c 

kIH  '..-.nlOIl.  J- ric  X O & A C ^ O £■  G o 

other  Diseases 

J 

0 

k jnf; 

gencrall^^  notifiable 
Ot.her  Diseases 

0 

0 

0 

I'l  O 't*  X X X ^ *o  o o 

0 

0 

0 

Erysipelas  o . o a , . 

0 

0 

0 

Measles . 

46 

0 

*> 

b 

Total  Ti.:jerculosis  des'  ch  rate. . ..o  ^ . 0 

Total  Phthisis  death  rate . 0 

Cancer  death  i ate  ^ 1 . 60r 


DISIJSfFEGTIONs  A Sack  Cisiiifector  is  used  for  dealing  with 
infected  bedding,  clothing,  etc  Infectf^d  houses  are  treated 
with  Formalin.  Verminous  clothing  is  also  health  v;ith. 

VACC INATION Primary  vaccinations  performed  during  the 
year  ~ 5-C.  ro-vacc  n.-tlons  - 6. 

It  is  regrett'.v'i  that  some  parents  refuse 
CO  ha.ve  their  children  vacc.  aated. 


PP.jVKNTIGN  of  ELINDNE[''io  There  w?as  no  case  of  Ophthalmia 
'vJo  onat  orum  "he  tif  ie  d’  during  the  ye  are 

TlISEIiCir..'CSIS 2 All  Ti.berculocis  cases  were  notified*: 

Tirse  cases  are  notified  by  che  Ceneral  Practitioners  in  the 
•area,  some  by  uhe  School  Medical  Officer,  and  others  by  the 
County  Turberculosis  Officer.  A record  of  these  cases  is 
kept  by  the  .District  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  and  a weekly 
statement  is  sent,  to  the  County  Medical  Officer.  Doubtful 
or  early  cases  are  sa  n in  consultation  with  the  Tuberculosis 
Medical  Officer.  The  homes  of  Tuberculosis  patients  a.re 
inspected  and  disinfected  by  the  i.oool  Sam'.tKi  y Anthoritya 
Formalin  is  used.^ 
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J-C' 


Age 


Periods , 

xv9  Spl.’ 

iio.n- 

uospi: 

•atr  :-y 

. Respi 

ratory* 

N on- 

re  sx--ir  at  ory. 

M, 

F c 

- 9 

F. 

IJc 

It 

M,  Fo 

1 to  'Jc 

- 

V. 

«*wj 

- 

- 

5 to  10 

* cw 

... 

- 

4«il 

«i« 

10  00  15 

- 

- 

-- 

- 

15  to  20 

- 

- 

- 

•»? 

20  to  25 

- 

- 

- 

- 

om  mm 

25  to  35 

- 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

35  to  45 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

45  to  55* 

mm 

- 

- 

- 

- 

fc«r» 

55  to  65 

icn 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

65  and 
upwards . 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Totals  0 

2 

.. 

_ 

Council  Offices j, 
TOV/YN. 

21  s"  August-,  1941  o 


(Signed)  J.  A.  DAVIES, 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 


